

















Everything	 can	 be	 misused,	 or	 misunderstood,	 however,	 the	 general	 moral	
significance	of	the	State	is	needed	to	limit	evil	and	to	maintain	good	for	everyone	
when	it	comes	to	social	relations	between	people.1	The	State,	as	a	system	of	legal	
regulations	 that	 manages	 interpersonal	 relations	 in	 one	 community,	 exists	 in	




St.	 Paul’s	 words:	 “Let	 everyone	 put	 himself	 under	 the	 authority	 of	 the	 higher	
powers,	because	there	is	no	power	which	is	not	of	God,	and	all	powers	are	ordered	
by	God”	(Rom	13:1),	these	words	imply	that	Christians	can	be	good	citizens	only	if	
































the	 administrative	 organization	 was	 improved	 by	 creating	 new	 dioceses	 and	







that	 came	 to	 the	 Serbian	 territory	 after	 the	 Great	 War.	 This	 movement,	 which	




















I.	 Communism	 and	 its	Historical	 Formation	 on	 the	 Territory	 of	
Yugoslavia	
	
	 Communism	 (lat.	 Communio	–	 community)	 represents	 an	 ideology	 that	
advocates	the	establishment	of	a	classless	society	that	is	based	on	joint	ownership	

































	 The	 Serbian	 Church	was	 able	 to	 organize	 and	 strengthen	 itself,	 even	
though	historical	circumstances	heralded	a	dark	future	for	it	in	the	first	half	of	





life	 was	 short‐lived.	 The	 monarchy	 was	 in	 crisis	 due	 to	 the	 strengthening	











old	 aspirations	 to	 regain	 supremacy	 in	 the	 Balkans.	Yugoslav	 politics	 which	
was	 year	 to	 year	more	 strongly	 pursued	 by	 the	 royal	 government,	not	 only	
failed	 to	 reconcile	 differences	 within	 the	 religiously	 and	 ethnically	 divided	
monarchy,	but	irritated	even	more	those	who	were	already	dissatisfied.4	The	
attempts	of	 joining	 the	Concordat	with	 the	Roman	Catholic	 church	collapsed	
because	of	 the	harsh	reaction	of	 the	Serbian	church,	which	was	soon	pushed	
into	 the	 background	 due	 to	 the	 outbreak	 of	World	War	 II,	 that	 brought	 the	
world	 enormous	 suffering	 and	 destruction,	 but	 also	 changes	 in	 the	 field	 of	












The	 execution	 of	 the	 patriarch	 was	 not	 possible,	 even	 though	 the	 Germans	






The	Metropolitan	 Josif	 was	 an	 energetic	man	who	was	 aware	 of	 the	
difficult	 situation,	 so	he	 took	 care	 of	 the	 Serbian	 church,	 and	did	 everything	
that	was	possible	to	allow	the	work	of	the	Holy	Synod	of	Bishops,6	taking	over	
the	presidency	of	the	Synod	as	the	oldest	bishop	at	consecration.	The	Communist	
















interfere	 in	 internal	 affairs	 of	 the	 Church.”	Here	 a	 Metropolitan	 introduced	
only	a	couple	of	cases,	where	the	government	had	interfered	in	church	affairs	
and	the	Liturgy,	attacked	the	priests,	desecrated	holy	objects,	forbade	prayers	
and	other	 ceremonies,	 and	 even	physically	 attacked	 the	 clergy,	 in	 almost	 all	
dioceses	of	the	Serbian	Orthodox	Church,	not	only	in	Serbia.	Then	the	Metropolitan	
vehemently	requested	that	 the	government	enforce	and	respect	 the	 freedom	
of	the	Church	and	its	organizations,	to	respect	and	protect	its	clergy,	and	to	return	
church	property	seized	by	 the	state	government	during	 the	war.	He	 finished	
his	letter	with	these	words:	“You	may	think	of	the	Church	what	you	will,	but	by	
legal	 status,	 which	 the	 Church	 is	 constitutionally	 guaranteed,	 everyone	 has	 to	
respect	it...	As	you	can	see	from	all	that	was	written	above	there	were	a	lot	of	cases	
in	which	the	Serbian	Orthodox	church	was	the	victim	of	the	gravest	violations,	and	








state,	which	also	 involved	 the	 creation	of	 independent	 church	organizations,	

















































with	 the	communist	wishes,	because	 the	communists	wanted	a	 “Macedonian	
nation”,	hated	the	Church	 itself,	and	 initiated	the	creation	of	 the	Macedonian	


























	 After	 the	Second	World	War,	 according	 to	 the	Metropolitan	 Josif,	 the	
Serbian	 Church	 was	 thrown	 into	 poverty,	 because	 it	 was	 the	 first	 time	 in	
history	that	it	lost	its	property	and	secure	revenue	for	the	maintenance	of	the	
central	bodies	and	educational	institutions.12	
	 The	 new	 Yugoslavia,	 unlike	 the	 first,	 monarchist	 state,	 was	 filled	 by	
state‐national	or	state‐civil	Yugoslavism,	combined	with	ethno‐pluralism,	which	
recognized	 the	 equality	 of	 all	 nationalities.	 In	 1953,	when	 Stalin	 –	 a	 second	
Diocletian,	one	could	say	–	the	great	communist	leader	of	the	USSR	died,	Josip	Broz	












not	 completely	untrue,	 are	 the	 reason	why	Patriarch	German	was	 called	 the	

















gratitude,	 the	 state	 awarded	him	 the	Order	of	 the	Yugoslav	Flag	of	 the	First	














Angelarije	 (+1987)	and	Gavrilo	 II	 (+1993),	who,	 after	 their	enthronement,	 sent	
requests	 to	Belgrade	 to	 recognize	 the	 autocephaly,	 for	which	 they	 received	 a	
negative	answer.	
	 Besides	the	“Macedonian	question”,	Patriarch	German	was	the	culprit	
in	 the	 Serbian	 church’s	 suffering	 in	 other	 ways,	 for	 example,	 many	 priests	
suffered	persecution	and	torture	by	government	authorities,	and	no	one	was	


























were	not	 entitled	 to	 social	 security,	 and	were	 invited	 to	 the	military	 service	





in	a	 false	homogenous	state,	began	a	 relentless	struggle	 for	 power19	 and	 slowly	




successor	Patriarch	German),	 led	 to	 the	 fact	 that	 the	Serbian	diaspora	 in	 the	
United	 States	 separated	 from	 the	mother	 Church	 in	 1963,	 with	 the	 leadership	





church	 subsequently	 joined	 by	 dividing	 the	 American‐Canadian	Diocese,	which	
served	as	a	pretext	for	the	schism.	Besides	this	painful	event	in	Serbian	Church	
Parliament,	with	decay	of	 communist	 regime	bishops	 intended	 to	 renew	 the	
prayer	movement	of	Bishop	Nikolaj,	to	rehabilitate	his	personality	and	ideas,	
as	well	as	the	promotion	of	a	tougher	course	for	the	country.20		























For	 the	 Church	 the	world	 still	 is	 the	world	whose	 face	 passes	 (1Cor	
7:31),	and	this	attitude	applies	to	all	forms	and	all	institutions	of	the	world.	In	
Orthodox	social	ethics,	 the	question	of	relations	between	Church	and	state	 is	
additionally	 burdened	 by	 the	 notion	 of	 state‐building	 nations.	 As	 yet	 it	 is	




eventually	 took	 the	victory	wreath.	The	Serbian	Church	 came	out	not	 as	 the	

























after	 a	 turbulent	 whirlwind	 of	 dark	 storm,	 desired	 shine	 and	 pleasant	 air	
finally	came.	Those	who	rise	up	to	the	Lord,	lie,	those	who	destroyed	the	holy	
temple,	were	killed	in	an	even	greater	demolition,	those	who	cut	the	righteous	
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